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Pictured also are the words 
*““He is risen” in the lan- 
guages which for the first 
time this Easter will have 
the complete New Testa- 
ment—Kuskokwim of Alas- 


The glorious words ‘‘He is 
risen” speak to the ‘heart 
even though they look quite 
different in the languages in 
which they will be read for 
the first time this Easter— 


Putu of Liberia, Anuak of 
Sudan and Sediq of For- 


mosa. 


ka, Tzutujil of Guatemala, 
Tzeltal of Mexico and Nava- 
jo of the United States. 
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Editorial 


EASTER—EXPERIENCE AND RESPONSE 


pe fruit of a great experience is a great response. 

The first experience of the empty tomb in Joseph’s garden has never 
ceased to bear fruit in the responsive faith and life of the Christian com- 
munity from the first century to the twentieth. 

_ The trembling excitement of the early disciples’ first reaction to the 
startling message, “‘He is risen,” became a firm conviction fifty days later, 
when Peter publicly announced the resurrection fact for the first time. 

It was this fact that confronted Paul on the Damascus highway and be- 
came the propelling power of his tireless missionary journeys and the heart 
of his message. Indeed, his letter to the Christians of Corinth was possibly 
the first written record of the resurrection story. 

Such ‘‘Good News,” however, could never be contained in the word 
forms of just Greek and Latin, for the command to proclaim the power of 
His resurrection to all the world is a vital part of the Gospel. Its struggle 
for expression in the vernacular languages of Europe is etched deep on the 
soul of the Christian Church. With the dawn of the nineteenth century— 
“the Missionary Century”—the presentation of Jesus by the written Word 
came into full bloom as missionary pioneers struggled to translate the 
Living Word into the languages of the people. 
~ The American Bible Society is one of the fruits of this responsive mission- 
ary era, and in the spirit of that tradition continues to proclaim the joyous 
aster message, ‘He is risen,” in the written languages and dialects of new 
tribes and people. Faithful Christians who care enough to share their 
ibles, and devoted missionaries and translators in many distant parts of the 
orld, are all following the instructions of the risen Lord to “‘go and tell.” 
This Easter the people who speak Putu in Liberia, Anuak in the Sudan 
nd Sediq in Formosa will read the resurrection story for the first time; and 
the Aymara of Bolivia, the Navajos of the United States, the Kuskokwim 
‘skimos of Alaska and the Tzeltal of Mexico will have the complete New 
estament. 

May they respond to this experience like the Mazatec Indian woman of 
outhern Mexico who exclaimed as she read her Gospel of Mark for the 


st time: “Oh, it is just as though I could see Jesus!’ 
— James X. Nettinga 


' 
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MVM ™ ligy szerette Isten e vildgot, hogy az 6 egy- 

szulétt Fidt adta ... (For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son. . .)”” The 
full, rich voice of the Rev. Albert Dezso filled the 
“main rec,” and eager eyes followed the reading from 
Gospels of St. John in Hungarian donated by the 
American Bible Society. 

Eight weeks before, most of these men had stood 
with bare hands to fight against the tanks of atheistic 
communism. Then night after shivering night they 
had streaked across the Austrian frontier to find free- 
dom. Weeks had been spent waiting and hoping in 
makeshift rescue camps. For the last forty-eight hours 
they had traveled in crowded trains towards Bremer- 
haven. 

A few hours before Christmas Eve they stood in 
line, cold and sleepy, to get upon the deck of an 
American troopship, the USNS General W. G. Haan, 
MSTS. On board warm handshakes awaited them. 
Booming voices said in Hungarian, ‘“‘Welcome to 
America! You are in America now.” Then came the 
hurried search for a bunk, a warm supper; and after 
supper, on Christmas Eve their “‘first church service 
in America.” 

America’s warmth surrounded them; American 
food gave them new strength; America’s strength 
sheltered them. And now America offered them wor- 
ship in freedom through an American Protestant pas- 
tor in their own language. And in their hands, 
their own language, they found the Book so long 
forbidden, always frowned upon by the authorities on 
the Danube, given to them by the American Bible 
Society. 

From the sacred pages they could read, some of 
them for the first time, the blessed promise: “‘.. . 
hogy valaki hisz dbenne, el ne vesszen, hanem 6rdk 
élete legyen ... (... that whosoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. ..).” 

A very generous and thoughtful Red Cross did try 
to get some Hungarian literature aboard. The Navy 
called the New York Chapter and said, ‘Don’t worry, 
we will take care of Hungarian books, magazines and 
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Ewing Gallowa 
Hungarian-English dictionaries’’; the morning of they 
sailing it became known that nothing could be se 
cured in less than three months. However, the Ameri-+ 
can Bible Society had 2,000 Gospels of St. John reais 
not in three months, nor in three weeks, but in they 
refugees’ hands on the night of sailing, Christmas Eve 

This is the way it happened. On December 7 they 
American Red Cross called me up: “‘Pastor K6vacs, 
we need a Hungarian interpreter to escort the refugees! 
from Bremerhaven to New York. The General Haang 
sails on the twelfth. You cannot go as a minister—they 
Red Cross must be strictly neutral; you will be ba 
on January fifth, spending Christmas away from con-+ 
gregation and family. But will you go anyhow?” 
What else could I have said than yes? 

On my way over for a briefing I drove past they 
American Bible Society. ‘““My people will need the 
Gospel,” I thought; “‘let me buy two thousand copasy 

. Out of a minister’s salary—and after giving foi 
Hungarian Relief, and so on? ... No harm in ask-+ 
ing,” said the inner voice; “‘let’s ask the American# 
Bible Society.” 

“Where can I get two thousand Gospels as a gift 
for the Hungarians?” I asked at the counter. ee | 
easy,” said the young lady; ‘“‘see Mr. Ellingson.” 

I met Dick Ellingson and I was caught in a buzz 
saw. Right away he called the Staff Chaplain of Mili 
tary Sea Transport Service: “‘Dick Ellingson speaking,y 
former Navy chaplain Then, turning to me 
“Say, how many Gospels of St. John can you use?” 
Talking a mile a minute with a smile a mile wide? 
within thee minutes he told me that there would b 7 
5,000 Gospels ready, for other ships, too; and that 1 
could pick up my share the next morning. A modernt 
St. Paul via telephone and teletype, ready and able 
to serve thousands within minutes. | 

Many times on the General Haan I saw homesick 
and seasick Hungarian boys, unable to go to mess‘ 
yet lying on their bunks and reading that old frien¢ 
or new discovery, the Eternal News, and the forever 
exciting truth. “Az Isten Lélek és akik 6t imddjaké 

(Continued on page 63) ; 
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Brochures 


ee TIME AGO an African woman was asked if she 
enjoyed reading her new Bible. She replied: 
‘Sir, I am not reading this book, this book is read- 
ng me.” 

_ To multiply such an experience has been the pur- 
s0se of the Worldwide Bible Reading program of the 
American Bible Society. If statistics have any mean- 
ng, that is exactly what happened again during the 
13th annual celebration of the Worldwide Bible 
Reading program from Thanksgiving to Christmas, 
not only in this country but by individuals and 
shurch groups in 48 other countries as well. 


- During the campaign a total of 17,252,500 World- 
ide Bible Reading bookmarks were distributed. 
Sven this figure does not indicate the number of per- 
ons following the selected Scripture passages as mil- 
ions more of the lists were available through reprints 
n 4,535 newspapers reaching 30 million readers. 
ther reprints of the readings were carried by de- 
jominational publications which gave considerable 
pace to promotion of the program in encouraging 
heir readers in the habit of daily Bible reading. Some 
f the church periodicals used the poster as their 
ront cover illustration. The Salvation Army’s “War 
ry” used the poster as a cover design on both their 
nglish issue and the one published in Mexico in 
panish. 


~The theme “The Bible Speaks Today” was the 
ubject of the message for ministers written by Secre- 
ary Eugene A. Nida of the Translations Department, 
nd it was furnished in brochure form in the packet of 
ample materials which went to 184,162 pastors and 
haplains. “The Bible Speaks Today” was the sermon 
ubject in thousands of churches on Universal Bible 
unday, December 9, when ministers urged Bible 
eadings for guidance and inspiration. Ministers or- 
ered 1,506,500 offering envelopes for use on the 
ible’s day, and urged their church members to share 
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Millions Started Reading 


in the work of the Society by giving. The Episcopal 
Church, Diocese of Virginia, used 35,000 offering en- 
velopes in a mailing to their communicants. 


A series of 34 one-minute motion picture clips were 
offered free to T'V stations, and 238 accepted them. 
The reading for the day was condensed and given as 
though in.a home. Don and Vera Ward, their two 
little girls Mari and Lori, along with David Friend, 
composed the family group. 


Many radio stations generous with time allotted to 
the reading of the day invited a local minister to read 
from the Bible or included the reading as a part of 
one of the daily programs, offering bookmarks to 
those who cared to write. Thousands more were dis- 
tributed by the 2,200 directors of women’s programs 
on the air. It is believed that the greater percentage 
of the individuals who wrote for bookmarks from the 
New York office were prompted to do so by T'V and 
radio broadcasts. 


Chaplains of the U.S. Armed Forces at home and 
abroad ordered supplies of posters, bookmarks and 
responsive readings for the use of men and women in 
the services who wished to take part in the program. 


Larger orders for bookmarks were received this 
year as more groups participated in Worldwide Bible 
Reading. County and city superintendents of schools 
ordered for all the students and teachers in their dis- 
tricts; ministerial associations ordered for Union serv- 
ices held on Thanksgiving and commercial clubs or- 
dered for their business members. ‘There were 1,879 
hotels and motels furnished with bookmarks for each 
of their rooms. 


Mailings were sent to state institutions, and many 
orders resulted from state schools, hospitals and penal 
institutions. But the chief circulation has been by 
ministers who have encouraged their parishioners to 
participate in this Christian experience. 


Attention should also be called to the many indi- 
viduals who circulated large numbers of them among 
their friends and neighbors. 


Worldwide Bible Reading has followed an upward 
curve for thirteen years. Since the day a mother told a 
Bible Society Secretary how she and her Marine son 
on Guadalcanal were reading together, although sep- 
arated by a war and many miles, the same spirit of 
participating with others in reading identical pas- 
sages in the Bible has spread as oil on water. From 
person to person, family to absent member, friend to 
friend—wherever there is love and concern for 
others, this little bookmark has been a bond of love, 
a declaration of faith and a circulating testimony 
that “The Bible Speaks Today!” 
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Easter Comes to 
Skid Row 


BY JOHN OSBERG 


ASTER on Skid Row will be just another day. 
Thousands of derelicts will drink, panhandle, 
wander or sprawl as they aimlessly wait out the day. 
However, it will be a busy day for the many rescue 
missions and other Christian agencies devoted to re- 
claiming men by the message of Jesus Christ. For 
them it will be another day of routine miracles, new 
lives exchanged for old. Unlike the churches that will 
be jammed with people in Easter finery, churches 
that will be beautifully decorated, there will be little 
difference on Skid Row. No finery, no decorations; 
but each of the many services will be jammed; they 
always are. Each service will see men professing faith 
in Jesus Christ. This is normal, for this is the way for a 
man to begin the upward climb. 

Reverend Louis West of Chicago’s United Mission 
has said, “In my twelve years on “The Street’ I have 
never known a man to leave Skid Row except 
through the grace of God and his faith in Jesus Christ. 
I have never known a man who has accepted Christ 
who did not need and use the Bible as his means of 
Christian growth.” The Scriptures are the indispen- 
sable tool of the mission. In the busy Christian Indus- 
trial League near Chicago’s Loop, over 6,000 men 
during the course of a year make a profession of faith. 
Each one receives at least a Portion of the Bible and 
he is instructed in the use of the Scriptures, so that his 
Christian life may develop. Part of the instruction is a 
little leaflet that is given him which says, ““You have 
accepted Christ as your Saviour. Now you must do 
your part to live a successful Christian life. There are 
things you must do continually; they are: pray, read 
the Word, and confess Him.” The league under the 
able and consecrated direction of Dr. William Seath 
provides every man who turns to Christ with ample 
opportunity for Bible study. If he continues in daily 
Bible reading and prayer as he seeks to serve his Lord, 
he never again becomes one of the pitiful figures of 
Skid Row. Who are these people of Skid Row? They 
come from all types of communities and from all 
kinds of educational backgrounds. Practically every 
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Mr. Harry Saulnier explains the message of Christ to a “down-¥ 
and-outer’’ at the Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago | 


profession is represented. A number of them are col 
lege graduates and many once knew financial success4 
They have in common an inability to manage thei 
lives because of a lack of faith. Some turn to alcohaa 
and some to narcotics, but all are running away fromy 
their past, from themselves and from their Lord. Just 
as the only thing they have in common is their lack of 
faith, so the one thing that can save them and cause 
them to rehabilitate their lives is faith in Jesus Christ 
Looking at Skid Row is at the same time a solemmng 
warning and an inspiration. A warning because any# 
man who neglects Christian worship can slip to Ski 
Row far faster than he realizes. An inspiration be-+ 
cause here is daily evidence of the fact the Scriptures} 
can speak to man in his deepest need and lead him tof 
salvation. 
The Bible Society through its years has been a great) 
help to the Missions of America. The Society keeps 
Scriptures available in the bindings and languages! 
needed. These are either given free of charge or soldé 
at less than cost. The Missions in turn make effective 
use of the Holy Scriptures for the countless thousandg 
of people whom they serve. ) 
The Pacific Garden Mission has as its superin4 
tendent Harry Saulnier. Asked if there were anys 
special plans that the mission contemplated fori 
Easter, he replied quietly: “No, there are no specu 
plans. At a mission every day is Easter, for our messages 
is always the message of a crucified Christ and a4 
resurrected Lord, able to claim a man from the graspa 
OL Sin. 
Easter will come to Skid Row, just another day; but 
typically it will be a day of new hope for the hopeless 
on the Skid Rows across America. 
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In Memory of 


_ Edwin Ft. Bookmyer 


By Rome A. Betts 


ee EVENTS in one’s life make indelible im- 
pressions and leave behind a storehouse of mem- 
ories, pleasant or unpleasant, to which we return 
from time to time as chance stimuli occur. 

One of my own strongest and happiest recollections 
is that of a man small in stature but great of heart, 
sitting at a piano and teaching a smiling audience to 
sing with him: 

*‘Blessed whosoever, that means me. 
Blessed whosoever, new life is free. 
Blessed whosoever, He died for me. 
Blessed whosoever, that means me.”’ 

It was incredible to believe that such a powerful 
singing voice could emerge from such a little body; 
but that, together with his contagious enthusiasm, 
never failed to have his group singing lustily with him 
in a very few minutes—regardless of the kind of 
church he was visiting. 

It was my privilege to be closely associated with 
“Bookie,” as we all called him, from 1937 through 


Field Secretary Edwin H. Bookmyer, whose strong faith gave him 
| strength and courage as he joyfuily served the Lord 
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1948. He came when I was struggling to find new 
ways of raising funds. With Bookie as the spearhead 
and leg-man of our effort we began a series of Bible 
week-ends. We would speak in the churches on Sun- 
days and then attempt to call on selected individuals, 
soliciting support for the Society. 

Our messages were well received, but the calling 
was difficult and largely unproductive. 

By degrees our concept was enlarged, and it be- 
came our conviction that our major concern should 
be to emphasize regular Bible reading and let income 
follow along as it would. So developed a long series 
of citywide Bible Reading crusades under Bookie’s 
leadership which were carried to many of America’s 
largest cities. 

Because the work of organizing a crusade was long 
and arduous, a man in such an undertaking could 
not do what had to be done punching a time clock. 
And Bookie never spared himself. 

A man has to have a strong faith in God and an 
ever-abiding reliance upon Him as a continuing 
source of strength to be able to work as Bookie worked 
and in the spirit with which he did his work. 

Most of the Secretaries of the American Bible So- 
ciety, both from the national office and from the Dis- 
tricts, participated in the crusades. ‘To a man they 
all came to have an abiding love and respect for the 
little man with the Big Book. As a matter of fact, 
more than one of us had occasion to unburden our 
troubles to him, for we knew we could always count 
upon his sympathetic ear and a friendly, cheerful 
word. 

Truly, Bookie was a man who lived close to God 
and treasured His Word. I believe his favorite text, 
from which he preached on many, many occasions, 
was that part of Philippians, the second chapter: 
“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world; holding forth the word of life.” 

Bookie himself was a shining example of that verse 
as few people I have known have been. His life held 
forth the Word of Life for all men to see. 


Rev. E. H. Bookmyer died May 7, 1956. He had retired 
from active service in the Bible Society several years before, 
but at the time of his death he was doing special Society work 
in Houston, ‘Texas. 

Mr. Betts was a General Secretary of the American Bible 


Society until 1949 and during his eleven years of service 
played an important part in the growth of the Society. He 
resigned to become Secretary of the American Heart Asso- 
ciation, where again he is outstandingly successful. — Ed. 


The Bronx to Basutoland 


(Dr. Holmgren has just returned from a trip through Asia and 
Africa on behalf of the Bible cause and he records here some of his 
experiences. — Ed.) 
N A busy street running parallel with the New 
York Central Railroad in the Bronx is a long, 
low building which is the warehouse and shipping 
department of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. In 
this inconspicuous build- 
ing impressive stacks of 
Scriptures in scores of 
languages are carefully 
stored. From these mul- 
tilingual stocks, books 
are shipped daily to cities 
as far removed as Beirut 
and Bandung, Buenos 
Aires and Berlin. In fact, 
from the Bronx to Basu- 
toland, people today are 
being confronted with 
the Lord Jesus on the 
pages of a Book in their 
own tongue sent to them 
by the American Bible 
Society. The world to 
which these Scriptures 
go each day -contains 
many elements which 
are congenial to the 
Christian message—and 
many that are hostile. In most places the coming of 
the Bible is welcomed and its sacred message eagerly 
read; in others the Book is regarded with suspicion 
and systematically destroyed. 

One of the congenial factors in today’s world is 
the revival of the religious spirit. People in many 
parts of the free world are turning in surprising num- 
bers to the faith of their fathers. Temples are being 
rebuilt, shrines restored; and even in some quarters 
the sacred writings of ancient religions are being re- 
vised and published. To be sure, the return to these 
ancient faiths will not bring men into “‘the fullness 
of the knowledge of the glorious Gospel of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ but it is indicative of the universal 
search of mankind for a faith to see them through 
these days. Men who are earnestly seeking God can 
easily find Him in the pages of the blessed Book we 
distribute. “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
Him declare I unto you.” 

Another hopeful sign is that, even in the non- 
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A calligrapher prepares the Sermon on the Mount in Urdu, one of the 
12 languages of India and Pakistan in which this book now appears 


Christian lands, there is a widening interest in the 
Christian Gospel. Those who watched the amazing 
response to Billy Graham’s services in Southern Asia 
and the Far East were impressed with the remark-| 
able interest in Christianity shown by the crowds who. 
attended the meetings. Still further evidence of this 
welcome interest is the 
enormous circulation of 
the Scriptures each year . 
among non-Christian | 
peoples. In almost.all of 
these lands the distribu- 
tion of Scriptures by sale } 
far exceeds the Christian | 
population. It is easily / 
demonstrable that the 
non-Christian world is) 
reading the Bible today > 
in greater numbers than 
ever before in human) 
history. 

But the task is far from 
finished, and the forces 
of evil are doubling their > 
efforts to crush the Chris- | 
tian witness. ‘The num-} 
ber of unevangelized} 
people in the world is} 
staggering: Japan, with} 
a population of 90 mil-> 
lion, has but 500,000 ! 
Christians; India, with its swarming 400 milllions, 
counts only 4 million Christians; Thailand, with 20} 
million, has only 15,000 believers. Moreover, the nor- - 
mal annual increase in population in most countries § 
far outstrips the circulation of the Scriptures in each | 
year. Most serious of all, the enemies of the faith] 
are skilfully persuading their people that to be: 
Christian is to be disloyal to home and country. Tos 
possess a copy of the Bible is to risk strong social} 
disapproval in some quarters and banishment or even} 
death in others. | 

Let us look across the world for a moment at the? 
areas of Asia and Africa where the American Bible} 
Society is presently performing its assigned task. 

The Far East: Japan and Korea, whose mutual 
antagonism makes any cooperation difficult except 
in Christian circles, are recovering remarkably from} 
the crushing impact each endured in the war. Japan| 
today is enjoying a period of unprecedented prosper- 
ity, and Korea is bravely rebuilding her ravaged cities 
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fapanese Sunday-school pupil reads up 
he new Colloquial Bible in a rural church 


and villages. ‘The Bible cause is signalized by steadily 
ncreasing circulation in both countries. Japan em- 
sloys fifty devoted colporteurs who fan out over the 
islands, visiting remote fishing villages, country 
fowns and mountain cabins. The major cities are 
served chiefly by churches and Christian bookstores. 
The Korean Bible Society has recently moved into 
its new Bible House in Seoul after continuing to work 
for long, cold months in battered borrowed quarters 
in Pusan. As these lines are being written 150,000 
Korean New Testaments are going to press in New 
York for speedy dispatch to Korea, where they will 
be used in the evangelistic outreach of the churches 
of that torn land. Meanwhile, to the south, a jeep 
as just been delivered to Formosa which will be 
equipped and used by the Bible Society to accelerate 
its distribution of Scriptures in the manifold lan- 
guages of the Island. 


| 
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Indian student reads a Tamil New Testa- 
ment just purchased at a portable bookstall 


Women in Bible classes in India study the Scriptures in their own languages 


In Liberia, Bible Society posters appear on 
roadsides in the numerous tribal languages 


Southeast Asia: The whole of this vast territory— 
including on the mainland, Burma, Thailand, Indo- 
China and Malaya, and more than a thousand 
islands, from Sumatra in the west to Luzon in the north- 
east—is characterized by massive populations, para- 
lyzing poverty and determined nationalism. In mod- 
ern times practically all the countries of Southeast 
Asia, comprising 150 million people, have been 
colonial or dependent territories; but one by one 
they are achieving national independence. In each 
of them there is a kind of grim determination that 
the benefits of the good life—ample food, adequate 
shelter, scientific medicine, basic education and po- 
litical freedom, long the sole prerogatives of the white 
man—shall now be extended to men of all races and 
colors. This is what we gingerly call “‘revolution”’; 
and the Book we offer has special relevance for just 

(Continued on next page) 
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such times and for just 
such people. It alone has 
a hopeful message for 
men who are seekers after 
truth and freedom: ‘‘Ye 
shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you 
iree: su. his years ine the 
- Philippines a Bible van 
will begin visiting the 
new villages on Minda- 
nao, offering new hope 
for its new settlers. Local 
printing facilities in In- 
donesia are to be im- 
proved so that greater 
numbers of Scriptures 
can be delivered to greater numbers of people with 
greater speed across that vast stretch of islands from 
Sumatra to Borneo. In Thailand, a country of deep 
Buddhist traditions, the Scriptures go out from the 
Bangkok Bible House on bicycles, in motor cars and 
trucks, by sampan and river steamer—and even by 
air—to the remotest parts of the country, from the 
Malayan jungles on the south to the almost inacces- 
sible Burmese ranges to the north. Those who have 
for centuries been seeking the faceless calm of Nirva- 
na are coming to know Him whose face shines with 
the glory of the personal God. 

India and Ceylon: The sheer bulk of the vast 
Indian subcontinent defies description. Its promi- 
nence in world affairs is already recognized, and the 
future may see its nearly half billion people cast 
the deciding vote for or against 
human survival. There is little 
cultural, political or religious uni- 
ty in India today; but each man 
of its massive millions is char- 
acterized by one striking quality: 
he is going someplace. If India 
was once in meditation, it is now 
in motion. Everyone in India is 
on the move. Some are going to 
great new factories and mills (the 
second largest steel mill in the 
world is there); some are working 
on vast public projects (the largest 
dam in the world is now under 
construction in North India); some 
are swarming to the new colleges 
and universities (there are today 
952 schools of higher education in 
India); some are walking to an- 
cient shrines and temples; at least 
a million each year are moving 
into literacy and becoming open 
to the printed word for the first 
time. India is moving; where she 
goes in the next generation may 
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The Book we offer has special relevance for the people of Southeast 
Asia who are. seeking the material and spiritual benefits of life 


Office building in the Ivory Coast shows 
Africa's remarkable modern development 


e 


easily depend on how) 
well we do our task off 
siving India the Bible: 
in which she will dis-} 
cover a Man sayin 
“Follow me... I am thef 
Way, the Trait and the! 
late 

Africa: It is no exam 
geration to say that AR} 
rica is receding from| 
primitivism at the speed} 
of light. Some of it iss 
light provided by great 
new power plants whic | 
have harnessed Africa’s# 
fabulously beautiful andi 
mighty rivers. More of it is Light that has come from! 
the pages of the Word of God. One of our most dis- 
cerning statesmen has said that the most politicall | 
explosive force in the Dark Continent during the las | 
300 years was the printed Bible. In that period# 
Africa was exposed for the first time to influences, 
pressures and concepts from without. Strong amongs 
these was the luminous idea of human dignity andi 
freedom cherished in the West, particularly amongd 
countries with long Biblical traditions; and Africans# 
today. are pursuing that shining idea with a passio i 
that is almost terrifying. Surely this accounts for thes 
astonishing popularity of the Bible among all thes 
peoples of Africa, a popularity that makes it almos 
impossible to meet the clamant demand. From the 
chilly highlands of Kenya to the sweltering jungles: 4 
of the Congo, from the sprawled 2 
plains of the Rand to the crowded 
cities of the West Coast, the cry ist 
for more copies of the Scriptures.) 
If there is only a Gospel Portion: 
in a man’s language, he begs youl 
to provide him with a New Testa-+ 
ment; if he has a ‘Testament, hes 
pleads with You to give him - thes 
whole Bible. We must quickly find 
ways to accelerate our efforts sof 
no man in all of that vast continent! 
who wants a copy of God’s Word# 
shall be deprived of it because wet 
have been derelict in our duty or 
too meager in our gifts. 

Sine Greenland’s icy moun- 
tains to India’s coral strand’ on} 
if you will, from the Bronx tof 
Basutoland—men are seeking lighti 
for such a time as this. That light 
is the Light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ which shines from they 
pages of the Book we gladly offer 
to men in more than a thousand 
tongues. —Laton E. Holmgren 
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Stories in Pictures... 


eer BIBLE READING: The Episcopal Church in Los ABS DISPLAY IN VENEZUELA: Arranged for the ninth ON USS LOS ANGELES: Cdr. J 
ngeles, with the American Bible Society, sponsors a popu- Annual Religious Education Conference in Caracas by D. Reilly, USN, reads from puls 
ar program of Bible reading each summer. Kenneth Bystrom, ABS Secretary in Venezuela. P pit Bible, a gift of the ABS. 


SCRIPTURE RACK: The Broad- A NEW TRANSLATION OF GOSPEL OF MARK: Ernesto HUNGARIAN REFUGEES AT CAMP KILMER: Each one is 
way Tailor Shop in Atlanta has = Allaga, left, basic translator of Mark into Ifugao,examines offered the Gospel of John in Hungarian and in English. A 
equipped 8 booth as pictured. printed copy with Ifugao Christians in Philippines. new Testament or a Bible may be had upon request. 


BIBLES FOR FIRE STATIONS IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA: ABS 
Secretary Newton Wise of the Southern District presents the Jackson- 
ville fire stations with Bibles for their reading rooms. Fire Chief Frank 
C. Kelly, left, is shown receiving a Bible from Secretary Wise, center. 


og 


, OHN IS DISTRIBUTED IN A FLOWER MARKET: Colporteur 


/Khum Choon offers the Gospel of John in a flower market in Bangkok, Thailand. In 
many regions the task of distributing the Scriptures is made easy by the friendly 


‘reception the Word receives. 
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‘THE GOSPEL OF J 


Halfway around the world is a/ 


country called India. Many, 


a s 


Bible in Lu “y 
story looks in Telugu: 


ae The Bible Societies have 
: made it possible for Telugu- 


speaking people to have the 
Bible in their own tongue. 
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Now Miss Chandravathy 
and other Christians 
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T° used to be a street-car motorman. Now he is 
retired, with opportunity to travel widely in and 
round Buenos Aires. And he has become an ardent 
olporteur. He enters a bus and begins to offer the Bible 
o the passengers, explaining where to find great Gospel 
ruths. He writes: 

One day a passenger grew very angry with me ana said 
hat that was not a place to sell the Bible. He said the Bible 
had was a false one. He continued insulting me, but I went 
nm with my work and took no notice of him. Another passen- 
rer, sitting behind him, called me and said: ‘‘Now that 
hat man ts so angry, I will buy a Bible from you.” Then 
mother passenger also bought one. When I left the bus the 
rotesting man followed and threatened me. A police officer 
rom the bus was going to take the man to prison, but I begged 
91m not to do this. 


Phe supply of Scriptures to the prisons in Greece has 

long been among the main concerns of the Society 
in that country. Since many years before the war the So- 
ciety has been in close contact with the prisons’ chaplain, 
and his requirements were supplied at a large discount. 
After the war Scriptures were supplied entirely free. Apart 
from the inclination ordinarily felt towards letting prisons 
have the priority in free grants of Scriptures, prisons in 
Greece had this additional attraction: Bible classes were 
eld in all prisons with very good attendance, and there- 
ore one could be certain that the New Testament would 
read and often studied. Owing to a rather protracted 
Iness of the’ prisons’ chaplain and his consequent retire- 
ent, the religious supervision of the prisons came under 
he Apostoliki Diakonia, through which body most of the 
fficial religious activities of the Greek Orthodox Church 
re now carried on. These activities have been widely ex- 
ended in recent years. Last year the Apostoliki Dia- 
nia made a request to the Bible Society for New Testa- 
nents to be supplied free to all prisoners, a request which 
as gladly met. It is estimated that about 10,000 ‘Testa- 
ents will be required annually. 


r. Alfonso C. Pérez of Argentina has reported that 

Bible Sunday has “become an outstanding event in 
the River Plate area because all the churches without 
distinction take part and make special efforts to remem- 
ber the Bible and the work done by the Bible Societies 
throughout the world.” Immediately following the cele- 
bration of Bible Sunday the many pastors in the area 
brought the donations received in their churches on 
Bible Sunday to the Bible Society Agency. Bible Sunday 
materials distributed to the churches in the La Plata area 
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by the Bible Society included an illustrated bulletin of 
the Bible House, a poster, Daily Bible Readings for 
1957 and a circular reporting on the work of the Soci- 
ety during 1956. 


a is necessary for all churches and denominations to 
provide Scriptures for service men.’ With these words 
Dr. Nannie H. Burroughs recently made a strong appeal 
to every local missionary society of her denomination, the 
National Baptist Convention, Inc., to contribute annually 
to a “Bible Distribution Fund” for the American Bible 
Society. 

Writing in The Worker, quarterly publication of The 
Women’s Convention, Dr. Burroughs reviews the Society’s 
work, which she describes as ‘‘God’s work, which brings 
blessing to the entire world. A missionary society that can- 
not give one dollar in a whole year to help distribute Bibles 
throughout the whole world is no missionary society, at all. 
We therefore urge all of our local societies to include at 
least one dollar a year, so that the Women’s Convention 
can make an annual contribution to the American Bible 
Society, that the ‘Word of Life’ can continue to give light 
to the world’s millions of people.” 


hile driving in an ox cart down a country road in 

Thailand six years ago, a missionary was hit by 
another ox cart driven by a country girl, who was ap- 
parently surprised at seeing a Caucasian on that dirt 
road. Both carts fell into the ditch. The missionary gave 
a copy of the Gospel of John from the American Bible 
Society to the girl. Years later, as a result, the girl en- 
rolled herself as a Bible school student and now the 
missionary reports she and many members of her family 
have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord. 


he Reverend Harold Voelkel of the Presbyterian Mis- 
A Bee in Korea has described a service he held with 
Korean troops near the 38th Parallel, near which there 
was a Turkish military installation, including a minaret. 
Mr. Voelkel stopped to greet the Turks and inquired about 
the minaret. He was introduced to a mullah, who invited 
him to be his guest for luncheon. Later the mullah visited 
Mr. Voelkel’s home and received a copy of the Turkish 
New Testament, which Mr. Voelkel secured from an 
American army chaplain who had secured a supply from 
the ABS. Voelkel writes that “the incident speaks forcibly 
for the efficiency of the American Bible Society’s world- 
wide distribution of the Bible.” 
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New York 22, N. Y. 
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February Meeting 
of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society was held at the Bible 
House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, on 
Thursday, February 7, 1957, at 3:30 p.m., 
President Daniel Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Mr. Carl E. Holmes. 

Reverend Angel Taglucop was appointed 
Secretary of the Philippines Agency as of 
September 1, 1957. 

It was reported that Dr. Ivan Nothdurft 
and his family sailed for Buenos Aires from 
New York on January 24 expecting to arrive 
in Argentina on February 13, where he will 
begin his work as Bible Society Secretary of 
the La Plata Agency. 


Dr. Samuel Marion Weeks Appointed Division Secretary 


the Society’s main objective to get the Scriptures to— 


URING the past year and a half two able men have 
Bibleless people in such a way that the Book will be read. 7 


worked side by side to bring the Bible to thou- 
sands of people in the Southland. A veteran of twenty- 
five years’ service to the American Bible Society, Dr. 
Dan H. Stanton, has during these months been pointing 
the way for the younger man, his close friend, Dr. 
Samuel Marion Weeks, who on January 1 became Sec- 
retary of the Birmingham Division of the American 


Bible Society. 


In his quarter century of Bible Society work Dr. 
Stanton has been responsible for bringing the Scrip- 
. tures to more Negro people than any other living man. 
Through his efforts more than four million volumes of 
the Scriptures have been distributed in Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Florida, South Carolina and Ten- 
nessee. Whether the Book was given without charge or 
the recipient paid the cost of publication, with each 
‘ Dr. and Mrs. Stanton will continue to live in Atlanta; 
and Dr. Stanton will serve the American Bible Society | 
in the capacity of field consultant. 


volume went encouragement to read. ‘ 
In all this distribution Dr. Stanton has had the help 
of several volunteer workers whom he has inspired with * 
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It was also reported that Mr. Oliver Nelson 
and his family sailed for Rio de Janeiro from 
New York on January 24, expecting to arrive 
in Rio de Janeiro on February 7, where he 
will begin his work as the American Bible 
Society representative to the Brazil Bible 
Society. 

* * * 


Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools 


The new 1957 Daily Vacation Bible School 
packets are now ready. They are twenty-five 
cents each, postpaid, and are available from 
the American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, New York, or any of its Dis- 


trict offices. 
* * * 


No May Record 


As customary the next issue of the Bible 
Society Record will not appear until June, 
and the first issue thereafter will appear in 


August. There are no issues in May and July. 
* * * 


A Letter From 
Panama 


Word from the field indicates a very fine 
reception of the book of Acts in the San Blas 
(Cuna) language as ee in the following 
letter: 

““We were more than delighted to receive 
the copies of The Acts in San Blas Cuna you 
sent. The immediate response was quite grati- 
fying. Our school boys went hurrying home 
for their money and bought nearly a fourth 
of them; Since it was night, some stood out 
where the light from our windows shone and 
read on and on with all the joy of new dis- 
covery. I am sure that some must have read 
on to the end that night. 


divinity. 


Among these co-workers was Samuel Marion Weeks, — 
known to Dr. Stanton since his student days at Clark 
College and Gammon Seminary in Atlanta. As a Meth- 
odist minister in La Grange, Georgia, St. Petersburg 
and Gainesville, Florida, he distributed the Scriptures — 
to many Bibleless homes. Thirty-five years of age, Mr. 4 
Weeks studied also at Boston University, where he re- | 
ceived the degree S.T.M., after which he was director 
of religious life for four =<. at Clark College. Together — 
he and Dr. Stanton have worked in Atlanta and— 
Tampa, as well as Birmingham, where the Division — 
office is now located and where last year Union Baptist — 
Seminary, Inc. conferred on him the degree doctor of 


.! 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
A list of Daily Readings for the entire 
year may be obtained by writing to the 


Publicity Department, 450 Park Avenue, | 
New York 22. | 


1957 APRIL 1957 
ae ee Chapter Day Book Chapter 
booet 4:1-20 17. Mark 14:1-31 
P Mork 4:21-41 18 Mark 14:32-72 § 
3 Mark 5:1-20 19 Good Friday 
4 Mark 5:21-43 Mark 15:1-32 
5 Mark 6:1-29 20 Mark 15:33-47 
6 Mark 6:30-56 21 Easter 
7 Mark 7:1-37 Mark 16:1-20 
8 Mark 8:1-21 22 Matthew 28:1-20 
9 Mark 8:22-38 23 1 Corinthians 
10 Mark 9:1-29 1521-25 
11 Mark 9:30-50 24 1 Corinthians 
12 Mark 10:1-22 15:26-58 
13. Mark 10:23-52 25 Hebrews 13:1-25 
14. Palm Sunday 26 Revelation21:1-27— 
Mark 11:1-33 27 Revelation22:1-21 
15 Mark 12:1-44 28- Genesis 12:1-9 
16 Mark 13:1-37 29 Numbers 6:21-27 
30 Numbers 15:11-16 
1957 MAY 1957 | 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter | 
1 James 2:1-26 16 Genesis 41:1-24 
2 James 3:1-18 17 Genesis 41:25-43 | 
3 James 4:1-17 18 Genesis 42:1-20 
4 James 5:1-20 19 Genesis 42:21-38 | 
5 Deuteronomy 20 Genesis 43:1-34 
6:1-9 21 Genesis 44:1-34 
6 2Timothy 1:1-18 22 Genesis 45:1-28 
7 2Timothy 2:1-26 23 Psalms 86:1-17 
8 2Timothy 3:1-17 24 Psalms 100:1-5 | 
9 2Timothy 4:1-22 25 Psalms 107:1-22 
10 John oleate 26 Psalms 107:23-43 
11 John 2:13-25 27 2 Peter 1:1-21 
12 Ephesians 5:1-33 28 2 Peter 3:1-18 
13. Ephesians 6:1-24 29 Acts 1:1-14 
14. Genesis 37:1-22 30 Hebrews 11:32-40 
15 Genesis 37:23-36 31 Hebrews 12:1-17 
1957 JUNE 1957 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Hosea 6:1-1 9 Isaiah 2531-12 
2 Hosea 11:1-12 10 Isaiah 26:1-21 
3 Hosea 14:1-9 11 Ruth 1:1-22 
4 Titus 1:1-16 12 Ruth 2:1-23 
5 Titus 2:1-15 13. Ruth 3:1-18 
6 Titus 3:1-15 14. Ruth 4:1-22 
7 Acts 2:1-21 15 1 Corinthians 
8 Acts 2:22-47 2:1-16 


“The sale will go more slowly now but, w: 
trust, steadily, as the group of literates al 
creases. We send our thanks to the America 
Bible Society for their inestimable aid i 
reaching and teaching the San Blas Indians. 


Nee 


& 


APRIL 195% 
954 


ag tg 


4 


t 


Your Will and God’s Word 


“James Gregg—Died—At-Shopiere, Waisconsin— 
February 9, 1871— AE 56 years, 5 months, 22 days— 
He bequeathed $23,000 to the American Bible Society 
—That life is long which answers life’s great end.” 


HE above words are inscribed on a large stone in 
North Farm Cenietery in Deering, New Hamp- 
pre. 

Mr. Gregg greatly lengthened his life of usefulness 
y his bequest. Many of us can do the same thing by 
cluding the American Bible Society in our wills. 
one of us in our lifetime will be able to do all we 
ould like to, to meet the growing demand for the 
criptures over the world. 

The prospects are better right now than they ever 
ere. Literacy is on the move on every continent. 
y the year 2,000 millions of people now languishing 
1 illiteracy and despair will be able to read and 
aser to learn about the world in which they live. 
ike no other book, the Bible or some part of it is 
vailable in the languages that are spoken by nine 
snths of the world’s people. Its availability for new 
terates surpasses that of any other book. It is the 
ook that the world needs most. What an oppor- 
nity! 

We are struggling to establish a free world. It will 
ike a long time to do so, longer than any of us will 
ve. But the freedom that will eventually be gained 
fill come only because the Bible will be widely read 
nd followed. The Scriptures do not say simply “the 
suth will make you free.”? They say in the words of 
he Saviour Himself, “Jf ye continue in my word, then 
re ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the 
euth, and the truth shall make you free.” What a joy 
9 project our lives into this freer world that is com- 


ag ! 
A bequest to the American Bible Society will, we 


can be sure, be used exactly as we desired. For the 
Bible Society throughout its 141 years has unswerv- 
ingly held to its sole purpose: to make the Bible the 
least expensive and the most widely distributed book 
in the world and to translate and publish it for 
‘“‘every man in his own tongue.” 

Can you think of any better way to have the re- 
sources and talents that God has entrusted to you go 
on serving the awakening world after you have gone 
than to participate in those great days, when not 
20,000,000 Scripture volumes, as now, are finding 
their way each year into people’s hands and hearts, 
but when so many eager hands are outstretched that 
it will take 50,000,000 or more copies every year to 
fill them? 

The Word of God is eternal. Your will can provide 
for furnishing the Eternal Book in the emerging days 
of the world’s new freedom. Your Bible Society will 
be happy to advise you on tax matters and assist you 
in making your will. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, and 
incorporated in New York State in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of.... 


Legacies may also be left to the Society in trust, the 
income only to be used. 


In case it is desired to give real estate, the above 
form can be made to read: 

I give and devise to the American Bible Society, 
formed in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, 
and incorporated in New York State in the year 
eighteen hundred and forty-one, the following 


he Gospel of John in Hungarian (Continued from page 52) 


ziikség, hogy Lélekben és igazsdgban imadjak (John 
#24~- God is a spirit .. .).” 

One day a boy pointed at John 17:21. “You know,” 
e said, “this was our slogan at the Budapest YMCA 
yefore they took me to Siberia for belonging to the 
¢.1.E.; L escaped, and during the revolution in Buda- 
est I read it and felt again ‘that they may be one.’ 
Jecause Ours was a pure revolution in which we were 
I as one.” 

Food we gave them, shelter they received; but 
bove this all, thanks be to God for the American 
sible Society, which has nurtured their souls. 

It was not permitted men to visit their wives, who 
yere bunked in cabins. Yet they sneaked in; so forty 
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university students formed an MP unit and were 
kept busy chasing the men down into the compart- 
ments. One eager young MP was one step behind me 
as I entered one of the cabins with a cable for one of 
the women passengers. A man sat on the nearest 
bunk, surrounded by his four children, The MP was 
about to shout, ““Out you go!” 

“Wait a minute,” said I; “‘let’s hear what he is 
reading.” 

The husband’s voice was unusually clear as, in the 
sudden lull, you could hear him read to his children: 
“I have said this to you, that in me you may have 
peace... I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

Dick Ellingson, A.B.S., and dear God, thank you 
for letting my people hear in their own tongue the 
promise: ‘‘Bizzatok: én legy6ztem a vildgot.” 
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BANK SAVINGS . ———~ 


| ABS ANNUITY 


Safe assured comes 
largely tax exempt. 


Christian purpose 


How to be 
money-wise 
and 
Christian 


too-- 


Buy an annuity with aé theart; 


You are wise to invest your money in an 
annuity because it is a safe and worry- 
free form of investment. You are truly 
Christian when you buy an annuity with 
a heart—an American Bible Society An- 
nuity Agreement. 


In this way you obtain a secure, reg- 
ular, unchanging income, regardless of 
world conditions—that begins immed?- 
ately, whatever your age—provides 
comfort for you all your life—and then 
goes on endlessly afterward to spread 
the Gospel to all the world, as Jesus 
commanded. 


with an 
American ~~ 
Society 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


Annvit H&¥ A WARNS 


You can start with as little as $100.00. 
Earnings, which are largely tax-exempt, 
go as high as 7.4%. 


Give and receive generously with an 
American Bible Society Annuity. Send 
coupon today. 


The Dual-Purpose \ 
Annuity with the Double- 
Protection Reserve 


INCOME 
ASSURED 
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